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CHAP. I. 


6 EPRIVED of my beſt Friend, and 
retired from the. World, as you find 
me, ſaid Arabella to a Lady who came to 

| I viſit ker, I am not deſtitute of Comfort. 
I The generolity of your Brother's intenti- 
bons have been explained to me, and I 
* muſt own, I eſteem him the more, be- 

| Jcauſe his partiality for me has riſen, not 
from any expettation of adding to his own 
B Fortune, 


r 


6-4: 


Fortune, but, it ſhould ſeem, from a de- 
ſire of conferring one on a Woman, whole 
character he has, I fear, heard too much 
extolled, 


The enquiries you have made, Madam, 
ſeem to demand from me, ſome account 
of myſelf, and of the foundation of that 
happineſs which I enjoy, and which makes 
me truly indifferent about altering my con- 
dition, The gay circle in which you have 
ſpent the greateſt part of your time, I 
know, -hath not kept you from attending 
to religion; ſo that you will not be ſurpri- 
ſed, Madam, to hear me declaring, that 
religion hath been the ſource of all my en- 


joyment. 


My Mother was ſent to a diſtant part 
of this Country, by a Gentleman, who had 
deprived her of her virtue, with an annui- 
iy of Forty Pounds per annum to ſupport 

her. 
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ber. There, in obſcurity, was I born, 
Her engagements and her honour were 
ſich, that no one could ever learn from 
ber the name or reſidence of my Father, 


In that obſcure retreat ſhe bitterly la- 
mented the only fault of her life. When 
became able to diſcern the real piety and 
goodneſs of her heart, I was fully convin- 
ced her repentance mult have been real 
and ſincere. No doubt ſhe had obtained 
1 that mercy which removeth from the ſin— 
1 ner his guilt, and which covercth a mul- 
| titude of fins, | 


The little income ſhe had was ſuffici- 
ent, with proper management, not only to 
cnable her to devote her whole attention 
to the nurture and admonition of her 
child, but alſo to give, occaſionally, a 
mall Benefaction to thoſe who were in 
greater diſtreſs than herſelf, and to lay up 


B 2 about 
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about Five Pounds annually for me, who 
was dearer to her than her life. 


She was extremely well qualified to 
give me every neceſſary Inſtruttion in 
reading, writing, arithmetic, and various 
ſorts of needle-work. She alſo taught 
me the little I know of drawing, paint- 
ing and muſic. Methinks the harmo- 
nious melody of her voice ſtills ſounds 
in my ear! It often filled me with ſenſa- 
tions, which no language can poſſibly de- 
ſcribe! 


It ſometimes grieves me, to think that 
1 may have given her trouble, before 1 
became acquainted with my duty, and 
with the motives which ſhould always ſe— 


cure it. But this could not be long; for 
ſhe loſt no time to inform me, nor do I 


| think ſhe ever connived at any of my 
childiſh follics. The {teadinels of her con- 
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duct kept me from ofetn deſerving the re- 
proof, which ſhe would never fail to ad- 
miniſter when I erred. The knowledge 
of her diſapprobation — the authoritative 
look ſhe would put on, would ſubdue my 
heart. In ſhort, ſhe made me acquainted 
early with the Duty of a child to fo good 
— ſo affettionate a Parent. — For all her 
kindneſs to me in theſe reſpetts, I hope, I 
{hall ever be thankful to that God, whoſe 
love was ſhed abroad in her heart, 


But this was not all. She was ſolicit- 
ous to make me underſtand my Duty to 
my fellow-creatures in general, and alſo, 
to God. I did not indeed, for ſome years, 
underſtand the arguments ſhe produced 
to prove the exiſtence of the Deity ; but 
by attending her animated devotions, I 
was inſenſibly led to an undoubted perſua- 
ſion of the truth of the Doctrine. A Ha- 
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bit of piety was interwoven with the im- 
provement of my mind; and I am fully 
perſuaded that if there is any excellence 
in my character, of which your Brother, 
Madam, has been led to form too high an 
opinion, it has all, under the bleſſing of 
God, ſprung from hence. In ſhort, ſhe 
taught the young Idea how to ſhoot--ſhe 
e reared the tender thought,” and I could 
not help loving my Creator in the days of 
my youth, 


Nor was ſhe leſs ſolicitous to impreſs 
me with benevolence towards Mankind. 
They are all,” ſhe would ſay, © the off- 
ſpring of the ſame heavenly Father, equal- 
ly near and dear to him, and equally ſure 
of his favour, if it be not their own fault. 
Thoſe poor children who keep the flock 
of Farmer Fellows, are as much the obje&s 

of his love, as thou art. And would to 
| God! 


4 
God! that rich man's Son, was not taught, 
by the example of his Father, to forfeit 
the regard of the Deity! — Be careful 
my child, that the examples I give you, 
be reduced imo prattice,” 


Often, when engaged at needle-work, 
inſtead of detaming our neighbours, or re- 
peating the injuries we had occaſionally 
received, ſhe would give it as her opinion 
that Mankind are naturally friends — that 
the offences they give cach other are ci- 


ther the effects of ignorance, or of a bad 


policy; — that the ignorance of the offen- 
der ought to excite our pity, and our en- 
deavours to give him better information, 
— chat if no one was intereſted in quar- 
rels, or derived honor or emolument from 


chem, there would be ſcarcely any to be 


found ; that moſt, if not all the wars which 
dilgrace the page of Hiſtory, were found- 
ed 


— . 
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ed in the intereſted motives of a few indi- 
viduals, — and that the liſt of widows and 
orphans made by the preceding War, had 
almoſt excited in her breaſt, a deſire of re- 
venge againſt thoſe Perſons, who by their 
want of honeſty, had occaſioned it. But 
ſuch was the benevolence of her ſoul, that 
ſhe would not harbour revenge; but ſub- 
mitting the caſe to him who judgeth 
ribgteouſly, ſhe prayed * Father forgive 
© thoſe enormous Sinners!“ 


Sometimes when engaged in the ſame 
employ, ſhe would give me an account of 
the different ſets into which Chriſtians 
have been divided, and the great errors 
into which ſome of them have fallen. 
Once in particular, when ſhe was diſ- 
courſing on this ſubject, 1 expreſled a wiſh 
that all other ſets might be forcibly ſup- 


preſſed, but that of which ſhe herſelf was 
a one, 
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one. At which ſhe exclaimed, “O my 
2 © Daughter recolle& yourſelf ! you know 
2 «+ not what ſpirit you are of. Who hath 

made you a judge of another Man's 
Servant? If you think you have a right 
2 « to ſuppreſs thoſe who judge differently 
% from you, you place yourſelf in the 
** papal chair. Thoſe who are of a dif- 
e ferent opinion, have an equal right to 
« wiſh to ſuppreſs our party. And if 
« theſe diſcordant wiſhes be attempted to 
be put in practice, what will the conſe- 
2 © quence be, but war, which you know is 
a the greateſt curſe that can befall Man- 
e kind, eſpecially a mercantile Nation. 
% Do you not recollect that Stanza of 
** your admired Poet? 


„Let not this weak unknowing hand 
©+s Preſume thy bolts to throw, 
© Or deal damnation, round the Land, 


„On each I judge thy Foe,” 
Aſhamed 


— ?  ——_— 
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Aſhamed and confounded, I bluſh: 
and begged her pardon, and confeſſed th 
my intolerant wiſh, was preſumptuous ar 
ſinful. Immediately her pardon was figr 
ed by her looks and her lips, And 
order further to enforce the leſſons ft 
had been teaching, ſhe added, & Yo 
% have as great an opinion of the unde: 
„e ſtanding of Parſon Trueman, as yo 
* have of his goodneſs: And you kno 
* his Sermon on the right of private judg- 
% ment taught us, that we are to acknow- 
„ ledge no Man on earth, our Maſter, i: 
„ the concerns of Religion — that every 
one has a right to judge for himſelf — 
** that one is our Maſter even Chriſt — 
that no religion, which doth not injure 
others, can be a bad one; and that re- 
ligion conlilts, not in forms or opinions, 


but in the regular prattice of piety, be- 


** nevolence and ſelf-government, For 
our 
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our great Maſter declares, No! every 
one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
b « ſhall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but he that pogru the will of my Fa- 
ther who is in heaven: And if ye know 
a thele things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
— But I muſt ſtop for the preſent, as I 
ſee my Bookſeller coming, and I muſt ſet- 


tle a ſmall account with him. 


CHAP; H. 
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WAS afraid, Madam, before you | 


aſſured me of the contrary, that + 
account I have partly given you of ny 


Mother, muſt have tired your patience, | 
for want of being ſufficiently intereſting. 


Deſired, as I am, then, to proceed, I be, 


you will not conſider me as attempting 


teach you, but only endeavoring to repe 
ſome of thoſe inſtructions which 1 hav 
had the happineſs to receive, from the be 
of Parents, and which, under the divine 
bleſſing, have been the foundation oft! 
comforts which I now enjoy. The ſho 
Walk we have juſt taken, reminds me cf 
ſome of thoſe in which I received many 
a virtuous leſſon from her, whoſe delig|: 


it was, to bring me up for wefulneſs an! 


happine!-, 
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happineſs. The hours ſhe paſſed with me 
in the open air, were to me, thoſe of im- 
provement. She would point out to me, 
the variegated beauties of the flowers on 
which we trod — the different natures of 
the various productions of the earth, — 
and never fail to remind me of the power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of the great Crea- 
tor. The vaſt expanſe before us, was uſed 
to enlarge my conceptions of the attri- 


butes of the divine Being. Clouds beyond 
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clouds by day, and ſtar beyond ſtar by 
night, were made to convey new Ideas to 


a my mind, 


* Be not terrified my Child,” ſaid my 


* Mother, on one particular occaſion, © by 
? © that flaſh of lightening, nor yet by the 


** roaring thunder that ſucceeds it. They 
** are both very innocent, if the electric 
Auid, diſcharged, be not conveyed to 
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you by ſome conduftor. In ſuch x 
ſcene as this, do not unite yourſelf :- 
any metalic inſtrument or ſubſtance | 
and think yourſelf more ſaſe in the open 
air than under high trees; and, eſpec:. 
ally, more ſafe under the care of th. 
Deity, than under the protection ©! 
Man, tho' the advice of men of know- 
ledge and experience is not to be ſlight. 
ed. It is God defends us, by night ane 
by day, from the numerous perils . 
which we are expoſed, It is his word 
makes the thunder ceaſe, and cauſes the 
vivid flaſh to die away! thoſe torrent 
from on high, deſcend at his command 


to moiſten thoſe Spots of the Earth, 
which he thinks fit to water. Thi: 
ſolemn ſcene ſhould excite your Soul i 


© to adore and love him.“ 
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But ſoon the ieilial canopy grew 


- bright again, and the parched earth ſwal- 


lowed up the drops that watered it, We 
proceeded again from our ſhelter, and 
were greatly entertained by the Songſters 
of the groves that ſurrounded us. My 
Mother moralized, and aſſured me, as we 
went on, that the melody which hung on 
every ſpray, excited gratitude in her heart, 
and that ſhe wiſhed daily to cultivate a 
more lively ſenſe of that divine goodnels 
which we experienced, 


The ſcene, Madam, was fragrant and 
gelightſul; and aided by the inſtruttions 
which ſhe gave me, I felt in my heart an 
increaſe of the love of God. — We were 
both fo captivated by the beauties which 
diſplayed themſelves around us, and the 
importance of the ſubjett of her diſcourſe, 
that when the weſtern Sun withdrew his 

C2 beams, 


3 


beams, we found ourſelves farther fro: 
home than we at firſt intended. We {+ 
the neceſſity of returning, and perceivin: 
the approach of night, my Mother ſaid 
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« My dear Daughter, I think we ſha! 
not be able to reach our habitation be 
fore it 1s quite dark. But I truſt you 
would not be greatly alarmed if you 
were now alone, if you can be ſaid tc 
be ſo, while in the preſence of th: 


Deity, and under his all- ſufficjent pro- 


teftion, I truſt you have not yet bee: 
guilty of any thing which ſhould im- 
preſs your mind with any extraordinary 


fear; and if you have, what occaſion i- 


there to be more afraid by night thar 
by day? You know there is but one 
SUPREME AGENT in the univerſe, and 
that all others are ſubject to his con- 
trol — that your being diſturbed, by hi: 
permiſſion, is not more probable, by 
& night 
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night, than it is by day — that any in- 


terruption except from men, beaſts, or 
the elements, would be miraculous, — 
that miracles have long ago ceaſed ; and 
that the old tales of apparitions have 
been the produce of weak and ditturb- 
ed imaginations. You have never heard 
many of them, and I could wiſh they 
may never be again repeated, in the 
hearing of children, as they have been 
the fruitful ſources of trouble to many. 
As to thoſe who are under the weight 
of perſonal guilt, I do not wonder that 
they ſhould be haunted by fears. But 
had it not been for the tales concerning 
night apparitions, which had effect on 
their unripened minds, when children, 


„ they would have been as deſtitute of 


£6 


fear, by night, as by day. 
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* Indeed, ſhould the Deity think fit 
to permit, or to ſend any Spirit to in- 
„ form or moleſt us, it is much more 
* probable that the day would be choſen 
“for the purpoſe, that the matter might 
« be more certain and notorious. But 
« I truſt my Daughter, that you are fully 
© convinced, that we have had all ne- 
© ceflary information by the greateſt of 
i all divine Meſlengers, Jeſus of Naza- 
i reth; and that thoſe puniſhments of Sin, 
& which are not effected by the common 
© courſe of providence, are reſerved for 
* another ſtate.” 


Such reflections as theſe, Madam, kept 
me from ſuperſtitious fears. Indeed ſhe 
often told me, that to ſereech on trifling oc- 
caſions, ſuch as the fall of a Tea Diſh, has 
an ill effed on the mind; and is calculated 
to produce many Cilaſters, which might 
have been avoided, Being not hurried by 
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tiifles herſelf, ſhe was ſorry to ſee many 
of our acquaintances ſo frequently dil- 
compoſed by them ; as their enjoyments 
and their days where thereby ſhortened, 


At laſt, dark as it was, we arrived in 
ſafety at our Cottage; and, after a mode- 
rate refreſhment, we concluded the even- 
ing with our ufual Devotions, which were 
always rational, and fervent, and expres- 
five of the gratitude we felt for the deliver- 
ances and comforts of the day. 


While we were preparing for reſt, 
not yet worn out by fatigue, ſhe ſaid, 
We may poſſibly be affected in our 
„ ſleep by the images of thoſe affecting 
* ſcenes which we have been contem- 
„ plating in the courſe of the Day. 
“Dreams are cauſed either by the ſtate 
of the body, or by the workings of the 
imagination. It is not therefore to be 

* wondered 
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wondered at, that we ſhould, even in 
ſleep, occaſionally dwell on the mol! 


* pleaſing or the moſt painful objets we 
have beheld when awake. You, my 


Daughter, have not been taught, as 
ſome unhappily have, to conſider 
Dreams, as prognoſtications of future 
events. Future and ſecret things be— 
long to the Lorp., With theſe, we 
have nothing to do, and I aſſure you, 
I am very happy, to be 1gnorant of 
them. If they ſhould be pleaſing, the 
delight will be more complete, when it 
comes unexpected; if otherwiſe, to 
meet the trouble half-way, is to double 
it, 1 cannot therefore ſee that any 
confidence 1s to be placed in Dreams, 
or that they can be of any uſe. The 


wiſe Man ſaith there is much vanity 
in them. 
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« That you may not often be trou— 
** bled with them, take and follow this ad- 
vice; — Do not repeat them to other Peo— 


ple. To repeat Dreams, is, I am per- 


„ ſuaded, a means of making us dream 
the oſtener. Beſides, to me it appcars 
** ungenteel, 


« Nor would I have you, ever to 


give ear to Fortune-Tellers, They 


are all tellers of lies, How can they 
know what 1s to happen to you, when 
© they do not know what is to happen to 
* themſelves, When Farmer Longman's 
** Daughter ſent for old Kate Cunning to 
read her fortune, that deceitful crea- 


9% 
. 


'* ture made ſuch haſte, that ſhe ſell from 


the ſtile and broke her Arm. Is it 
** reaſonable, to ſuppole, that as ſhe 


„knew nothing of her own fate, ſhe 
* could 
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“ could forctell that of the giddy Lucy 
% Longman?” 


By ſuch obſervations as theſe, Madan, 
which ſhe would often renew and vn. 
according to the occalion, my Mother 
fortified my mind againſt ſuperſtitious f 
that what terrifies and alarms ſome, 
think they have had a ſuperiour educ:- 
tion, has no effect upon my mind. 
would ſay that ſuch fears may haunt 
guilty; but that, with innocence, they be s 
nothing to do; — and that the foul t: :1 
confides in the Deity, from right notto1:: 
of his perſcttions, will never ſeek 
knowledge of future events; becaui- 
does not belong to man to know the), 
any farther than they are connefted w '| 
caules which fall under his immediate 
ſpection. 
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You would have been entertained 
Madam, to hear her explain the conver- 
ſation between Saul, that weak Monarch 
ol Iſrael, and the Witch of Endor; who, 
= ſhe ſaid, lived near the field of Battle — 
muſt have been well acquainted with the 
© {tate of the contending armies, and who 
laid nothing, but what any perſon of good 
” ſenſe, might have ſaid, when beholding 
the King of Iſrael ſo weak as to ſeek in- 
formation from an old Woman, who de- 
| ceitfully pretended to divination, or to 
| z correſpondence with inviſible Beings. 


My Mother had probably ſeen the il- 
luſtration of this matter, given us by Dr. 
- CHANDLER, in his Life of David, which 
I have ſince peruſed with pleaſure, as it 
leems ſo correſpondent with what my Mo- 
cher ſaid upon the ſame ſubject. 


CHAP. III. 
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CHAP; 
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HAT my Mother's religious ſen. 

ments, Madam, muſt have bc: 
rational, as you remarked when che! 
was brought to the Table, is very tri 
She thought practical religion the belt c +. 
erciſe of reaſon, and that that relig. 
which is not founded in reaſon, is a mc: 
deluſion; that it may engage the paſſion. 
but cannot excerciſe the ſublimer power: 
of the mind, and that it is not to 
truſted in great temptations, 


I recollet one anecdote ſhe told 
of poor Jane Tender, She had heart 
the poor Woman was not expected to 


over her illneſs, and went to ſee her;“ 


was much aſtoniſhed to find her ſo unco::- 
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cerned about her approaching diſſoluſion, 
and uſing a very unbecoming language to 
another who attended her, as if ſhe had 
never known that it was ſinful, to take the 
name of the Deity in vain. * I remon- 


cs 


£5 


{trated with her” ſaid my Mother, and 
found ſhe had ſcarcely any ſenſe of re- 


ligion left upon her mind —— that ſhe 


could derive no conſolation from any 


* virtuous habit; for ſhe did not ſeem to 


have ever acquired any, — and, that 


her only hope was, that ſhe had been 


elected, as ſhe had been ſome years be- 
fore renewed, as ſhe ſaid, and had at- 
tended the private meetings of the So- 


* ciety. But alas! my Daughter,” ſaid 
my Mother, I fear the effects of her 


renewal were very tranſient. She had 
forſaken her profeſſion, for a long time, 
and ſeemed to be dying without any 
ſymptoms of real piety, which, to me, 

BE” appeared 
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appeared never to have engaged th; 
e ſublimer powers of her mind. Her 
„ ligion was not a rational one; for ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe thought Chriſt had done al! {4 
her ſalvation, and that her own ill cc 
duct could not render it inſecure, -- 
Thus religion, with her, was not a . 
ſonal thing. Beware my Davughtc;! 


Be not led away from the ſimplicity ot 
„ the Goſpel,” 


** 


** 


** 


- 


This brings to my recollection anot cr 
inſtance, which ſhe mentioned, of 
tranſient effeAs of enthuſiaſm. ** Squire 
„% W. of C. — faid my Mother 
* had been much addicted to drinki:s, 
% and other vices, He went to hear a: 
„ jtinerant Preacher who came to i! 
« Neighbourhood. He had no deſign 0 
| © being benefitted; but was led by cu 
* olity, and the fame of the Preach: 


« Notwithſtanding, 
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Notwithſtanding, the vehemence with 
which the oration was delivered, alarm- 
ed him. He felt the accuſations of 
conſcience, and attended the Miniſter 
again and again, His fear of hell be- 


came intolerable, He prayed for mer- 


cy, and intreated an intereſt in the 
prayers of others, 


At laſt, by the marks of real conver- 
fon pointed out by the Preacher, he 
conceived himſelf a convert, and was 
aſſured that his ſalvation was certain. 
He ſoon became a Member of a chril- 
tian communion, and, while his paſſions 
were thus deeply engaged, really forſook 
his Tavern. — But by degrees, the flame 
of the paſſions died away, and being told, 
that God ſaw no fin in his people, and 
that he himſelf was one of them, he be- 


came more unguarded — fell occaſion- 


D 2 he ally 
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ally to exceſs, — and the old habit 

turned with double fury. At length. 
became incapable of uſing any ſood - 
lived ſome time on ardent jpirits, and 


£ 


died in a moſt confirmed habit «© 
drunkenneſs. 


« But” faid my Mother, Wh: 
grieved my ſoul, was to hear the 50 
Gentleman ſay, at intervals of ſobriet, 
if ſuch he may be ſaid to have be 
during the laſt year of his life, that }- 
could, with truth, declare, that the re- 
turn of his evil habit was owing to that 
ſenſe of ſecurity, into which he ha 
been raiſed, by the opinion, 1nftille! 
into him, at the time of his alarm 
that there was no ſuch thing as falling fro 
grace — and to his not attending to the 
Apoſtle's exhortation, Let him that thin. 


eth he flandeth, take heed leſt he fall. 


„Had 
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Had *Squire W = 's reaſon,” 14 
| added my Mother, *< inſtead of his paſ- Ii 
ions, been engaged in his reformation 
— had the advantages of ſobriety and 
the excellencies of virtue, been pre- 
ſented before him, in all their alluring 
' « heauties — had he been taught, that 
« forming a virtuous habit, which is not 


« to be done without care and perſevering | 
« exerſions, was of more importance to- | 
| 


8 — 
2 
_ — — — — ERS 


** 


0 


* 
* 


3 


- 
* 


_ — 2 2 og 
LI — — * 


— — 


9328 — 
- - — 


« wards ſecuring his ſalvation, than barely 
« aſſenting to articles of faith, which he 
could not comprehend ; — in ſhort, 
had reaſon and not the paſſion of fear, 1 
= ««c alone, been addreiſed, he might have | 

« poſſibly been a happy Man. Attend | 
my dear Daughter, to the inſtruQions 1 
that are given you, and embrace thoſe | 
| © opinions, alone, which approve them- il 
*« ſelves to your reaſon, 


| 
| | 
D 2 * You 
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* You know,” continued my Mothes, 
that our worthy Miniſter often tells us, 
that we are not bound to be of the ſam- 


ſentiments with him, but to think for 


ourſelves, with boldneſs and freedon;. 
His candid and ingenuous conduct i» 
this reſpect, has been the means 
winning me over to his opinion; at: 
I am now obliged, by convittion, to rc 
je ſome ſentiments which I former 
thought to be the very fundamentals 
Chriſtianity, Had he formerly to. 
me, that I muſt believe as I now do, 
or be damned, I think I ſhould have 
been prejudiced againſt what he had 
to ſay. But when I was only exhor: 
ted to attend to the argument, with 
the full liberty of judging for myſcl* 
conviction enſued, and I am perſuade! 
I have been led to embrace the truth. 
as it is in Chriſt,” 


I knew, 
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I knew, Madam, to what theſe hints 
referred, My Mother had frequently told 
me, that ſhe had formerly attended trini- 
tarian Worſhip, and believed the doctrine 
as others do, i. e. ſhe had aſſented to it, 
tho' ſhe had no comprehenſion of it 
that when ſhe was convinced that believ- 
ing what is not underſtood, is neither mo- 
ritorious, nor poſlible, ſhe ſuſpected ſhe 
could not properly be a trinitarian, tho”, 


with others, ſhe had profeſſed her belief 


of the dodrine — that, then, ſhe began to 
examine it with due ſeriouſneſs, intreating 
that God, whom her ſoul loved, would 
lead her to the knowledge of the truth 
— that in all her inveſtigations of natural 
religion, ſhe could diſcover no traces of 
more than ON E ALMIOHTY BEING 

that ſhe then applied to the ſcriptures of 
the Old Teſtament, to ſee whether God 
had taught the Jews, in this reſpedt, any 


thing 
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thing different from the dictates of th: 
religion of nature—that ſhe found all the! 
writings refer, not to THREE, but Ox: 
Gon —— that the paſſages which ſom: 
chriſtians have conſidered as teaching t- 
dottrine of three Gods, or of a trinity i; 
the Godhead, were never underſtood tin 
this ſenſe, by any of the pious and learned 


Jews, who may well be ſuppoſed to be 
beſt acquainted with their own writings, — 


that turning, then, to the diſcourſes of 


Chriſt, ſhe had ſound all theſe, inculca— 
ting the duttrine of the UN ITY of Gu: 
whom he aſſerted to be his Father, 
have ſent him, and to be greater than he— 
and that the Apoſtles alſo, in their dil 
courſes and epiltles taught the ſame doc- 
trine, that, to Chriſtians as well as Jews, 
there is but one God even the Father. 


( 35 ) 


4 And purſuing this enquiry, Madam, 
my Mother added, that ſhe found that 
the paſſages, which teach this Dottrine, 


are expreſs and clear; and that thoſe paſ- 


ſages which have by ſome, been ſuppoſed 
to teach a different opinion, may be ex- 


E plained in conformity with the Idea of 


the Unity of God, without deſtroying their 


ſenſe or rendering them ablurd ; whereas 
| thoſe that teach the divine Unity, with 
clearneſs, can never comport with the Idea 
ol three Gods, or a trinity, without per- 
verting their evident meaning and deſign. 
From all this, ſhe concluded, that the 
doctrine of the Trinity is not a Scriptural 
dotirine, but a human invention. And 
by purſuing her enquiries further, ſhe had 
diſcovered, ſhe uſed to ſay, that the trini- 
tartan doctrine was introduced into the 
Chriſtian Church, but by flow degrees, by 
thole who wiſhed to incorporate their hea- 

then 
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then notions, with the pure Doftrines 
Jeſus of Nazareth. * 


Often, Madam, would ſhe conclud- 
ſuch reflections as theſe by exclaiming, 
„ How full of conſolation is the doftri:c 
« of the divine Unity! It is the mc! 
% diametrically oppoſite to that of the 
<« heathen Divinities. — Belicving there 
* 1s but one indiviſible Goo, I am no: 
« diſtratted in addreſſing him, as I ſhoul! 
« think thoſe muſt be, who believe the: 
„% are more than one, or that, as they 
„% fay, that one God conſiſts of three 
„ perions, leſt they ſhould give to one, 
the glory that belongs to another. 
„approach him, not only with humility 


„ hy: 


See General View of the Argument for the 
Unity of God, by Dr. Prieſtly, price 2d. allo . 
his Hiſtory of the Corruptions of Chriſtianity, 
and Porter's Defence of Unitarianiſat: 
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but alſo with confidence, becauſe, as 
he is but one Being, his will muſt be 
one, and there can be nothing to in- 
cline him to alter his gracious purpo- 
ſes towards me: And I am ſure that 
his purpoſes muſt be gracious, becauſe 
it is declared that he is good to all, and 
that he hath no pleaſure in the death 
of him that dieth, but rather that he 
ſhould turn from his evil way and live.” 


« My heart,” ſhe uſed to ſay, can 
never be ſufficiently thankful for thoſe 


heavenly means — thoſe particular oc- 


currences, which contributed to con- 
vince me of my former errors, and to 


« fix me in the belief of this rational and 


>< 
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comfortable Doctrine! My foul is 
almoſt over-powered with enjoyment, 
whenever I reflect on theſe words of 


the great Redeemer, 7 aſcend to my God, 
and 
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ce and to your God, to my Father and your #;. 
* ther, What ſaith my aſpiring Soul! un 
<< I related to the Deity, as Jeſus s 
«© Will he eſteem me, as he did the an 
ho obtained the name of, his only e- 
„ gotten Son? I am ſure he will, 
* could but be equally virtuous and holy, 
« To him therefore my foul cleaveth, 
* nor ſhall any of the allurements of ii; 
„ yain world, ever ſeparate me from hi,” 


„ ON — my =y | AE OE | 


CHAT. 1); 


| AM ſorry, Madam, to find that the 
N 1 alarming fire which took place ſo 
near us laſt night, and conſumed ſome of 
my little property, has been the means of 
E ſhortening your vilit, and of depriving me 
ol the happineſs of your agreeable com- 
pany. I was much concerned, indeed, 
o ſee you ſo hurried; and as you have 
now impoſed upon me the taſk of inform- 
ing you, why I was not more alarmed, I 
will endeavour to give you the reaſon, by 
haſtening to the ſequel of the relation, in 
which 1 was ſo ſuddenly interrupted, 


{t was my intention, Madam, to give 
you an account of the laſt illneſs of my 
Mother, and that example of Chriſtian 
ſortitude and reſignation which ſhe gave 

E me, 
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me, while the ſtrength of her conſtitu: 
was wearing away, But if I ſhould |..;+ 
an opportunity of returning you the if; 
I may perhaps then, reſume, the ſub ed. 
Suffice it to ſay, that her death was f 
comfort, hope, and joy. 


At ſome future opportunity, I may al. 
ſo give you ſome account of my ſitua gn 
while the companion of Lady B , and 
the manner in which her Ladiſhip = 
pleaſed to make this comfortable pros 
ſion for me, a neat Cottage, Gardens, 
with a conſiderable ſum of money given 
by will, at her death. Her memory, 2: 
well as that of my Mother, will nerve 
be eraſed from my mind! the example 
the laſt as well as that of the firſt, has 
truſt taught me how to die, when the tin 
comes! 


er, 
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HAT I was not more alarmed or 
burried, by laſt night's awful viſita- 


tion, is perhaps owing, in a great meaſure 
to the example, and inſtruttions of my 
Muther. Seeing her always calm and 
compoled, and being often told by her, 
that this is a duty, and that it is alſo the 
means of happineſs, I was led to form a 
habit of compolure early in life. And 
being aſſured that neither inviſible beings, 
nor the raging elements, can moleſt, with- 
out immediate permiſhon from the Deity, 
and that he 1s the ever-preſent approver 
of virtue, I enjoycd a kind of divine ſe- 
curity, even from my infancy. 


Had I been taught, as ſome young 
people are, even by their Mothers, who 
E 2 ought 
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ought to know better, that I was lie 
to be moleſted by ſpirits, — that I was 
ſafe in the darkneſs than in the open d 
or that fortune-tellers — thoſe knayc: «7 
ſociety — could inform me of what was 
happen, my confidence in the Deity won 
have been, doubtleſs, much weaker than 
it is, and my mind would have been 
led with vanities, inconſiſtent with the pro. 
per diſcharge of my duty: and wh: 
duty is not diſcharged, no wonder 
ſoul ſhould be haunted and diſtreſſed, 


In ſhort, Madam, my education 2; 
rational and ſober, and I cannot help cos 
fidering this, as one of the great ſource; 
of my preſent comfort, and the reafun 
of my having ſuch a goverment over m1 - 
ſelf in the late awful event, at which yuu 
were pleaſed to expreſs ſuch wonder. | 
am ſorry to have. reaſon to ſay, that. | 


think, the hurry into which L ſaw one 
Mother 
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Mother thrown, on a ſimilar occaſion, had 
ſuch an effect on her Daughter, who was 
il, as to increaſe her diſorder, and, I 
fear, to ſhorten her Life, Why will not 
the Ladies and Dames of our day, from 
ſuch conſiderations, learn prudence and 
wiſdom, if not religion? 


939353 
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NOTHER ſource of comfort 

me, is that early habit of piety 4 
virtue which was impreſſed upon my min 
My Mother never endeavoured, at le, 
ſince her ſentiments became rational, 
impreſs me with any dread of the Givi... 
Being. I was not often told, © He 
* ever preſent to be angry with 50 
& fins, or to puniſh them,” — which 
the only idea impreſſed on the mind 
ſome children but, He is always preſc:: 
* to bleſs and protect you, and approv-: 
** of your good condudt: and therefore 1: 
„ would be wrong and ungrateful to 9 
any thing which he abhors or ſorbid-.” 


k 
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Such ideas as theſe, Madam, impreſſe 


me with the love of the Deity, ande th. 
| though! 


( 45 ) 


thought of him was always welcome to my 
heart, It bad ſuch an early effect upon 
my ſoul, that doing what I underſtood 
io be pleaſing to him was my greateſt de- 
light. — In ſhort, Madam, it became ka- 
b;itual to me early in life; and any temp- 
tation to the contrary, ſeemed unnatural 
and offenſive. Often have I refleQed 
with pleaſure on thoſe words of our great 
Law-giver, which my Mother uſed to re- 
peat, „My meat is to po. the will of him 
„that ſent me, and to finiſh his work.“ 


« From what I have oblerved,” ſhe 
uſed to ſay, © I am fully perſuaded that 
the force of habit is the fame, whether 
« jt be formed on the fide of virtue, or 
vice. A difficulty is felt by the habit- 
* tually vicious, to comply with the dic- 
* tates of conſcience and the divine com- 
„ mands, — and it is equally difficult for 
* the man who is become habitually vir- 

6 tuous 
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5 tuous, to comply with what may beg 
* led a great temptation, or to give wa\ 
* to the meaner inclinations of our 


6 periett frame.“ 


As to myſelf, Madam, I am well fa 
fied that I ſhould. ere this. have been 
volved in great crimes and guilt, - d 
therefore have been in a very milera' ec 
{tate, were it not for the force of the he 
which, by the grace of God, I was «© 
abled to form, in early life. For 
habit, which, I hope, is now confirm. d, 
I ſhall be ever thankful to that ſovere 


goodneſs, which hath diſpoſed me to e, 


what I deem an honour, — a ſincere 
ciple of the lowly Jeſus, 


S ECT. III. 


III. 


O have endeavoured to comply with 

the moral requiſitions of the Re- 
deemer appeared early, to me, to be in- 
ſufficient, without obedience alſo to his 
poſitive commands, I thought it there- 
ſore my duty to bear my humble teſtimo- 
ny to the truth of Chriltianity, by making 
2 public profeſſion of it. This profeſſion 
was not forced upon me by my Mother, 
nor any other human authority; but it 
was my own perſonal and free act. She 
uſed indeed to ſay, © I know that men 
% may ſubmit to the Ordinances of Bap- 
„ tiſm and the Lord's Supper, and yet 
„ be ſtrangers to genuine piety, But I 
% cannot well conceive, why any one who 
% loveth the Lord Jefus Chriſt in ſinceri— 


66 y, 
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* ty, ſhould negle the Ordinances of |; 
„ church and the communion of his (1. 
% lowers.” 


I was afraid, Madam, that this con- 
duct would be unfriendly to that habit of 
piety, which I was ſolicitous to form, and 
therefore made haſte, and delayed 
to obey the poſitive inſtitutions of the go 
pel; — and I am fully perſuaded that!“ 
hath been a great mean of keeping aa 
in my heart, a ſenſe of my obligations 
the ſovereign love and infinite mercy of 
God, maniſeſted to men by the miſſion of 
Jeſus of Nazareth, 


This therefore is a ſource of comſort 
to me, that I have not adted as if aſham- 
ed of the goſpel of Chriſt, but have as 5c 
been ſcrupulouſly obedient to what ! 


thought to be the will of God and the 


Redcemer. Sorry I am to think of ſome 
| of 
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of my late acquaintances, who were deaf 
to the diftates of their conſciences in this 
reſpect, and who for that reaſon could 
receive no comfort on their dying bed. 
Miſs Rachel Love, when I went to ſee 
her, juſt before her departure, was great- 
ly troubled, leſt that favour, which ſhe had 
{lighted by the negle@ of theſe acknow- 
ledged duties, ſhould be v ith-held from 
her, — To me, Madam, theſe ordinances 
and obedience to them, accompanied by 
| a ſenſe of the divine favour, have been 
the ſources of comfort and joy; and have 
therefore contributed to that eaſe which. 
I feel, in even thoſe ſcenes which prove 
alarming to others, 


HE doctrine of the divine BE. 

VOLEXCE, Madam, was one of the 
general ſubjetts of my Mother's diſcourſe; 
to me. She thought, as ſhe often tod 
me, that it is the only one which can c2». 
tivate an enlightened mind; and that ii 
was more generally underſtood, and more 
frequemly exhibited to the common peo. 
ple, it would go a great way towards en- 
lightening their minds and making those 
who are the molt numerous, the mot 
uſeful and happy claſs of the community, 


„That God is good — that he is be 


© nevolence itſelf,” ſaid my Mother, 
* a dottrine which I learn from a views 
„of his works, which arc all calculated 
„ to promote the happineſs of the human 


% -TaCce, 
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« race, And were I more acquainted 
| « with the connections and depende n- 
« ces of the various parts of the univerſe, 
© I ſhould doubtleſs diſcover many marks 
« of wiſdom and goodneſs, of which I 
« am at preſent utterly ignorant. But 
in the holy ſcriptures I find it particu- 
« larly declared, that he is good to ALL, 
and that his tender mercies are over all 
« his works. 


# 


From this dottrine of the divine Be- 


*« nevolence, which I find interſperſed in 


various forms, in different parts of ſcrip- 


© ture, my ſoul draws her comfort. And 


« I am perſuaded, my dear ARABELLA, 
„ ſhe ſaid, that it will be the foundation 
of complete comfort to you, when it 
* has taken a full poſſeſſion of your 
heart. . 5 
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% As to myſelf,” ſhe added, I con- 
clude that if he is good to all in gene. 
ral, he muſt be ſo to you and me, jr 
particular. The doQtrine, that God i; 
good to a few alone, that he hath ſe'cc. 
ted a few to himſelf, and left others 
without the poſſibility, or the neceſlary 
means of ſalvation, can never be grate. 


4 ful to a Mother, who feels a tender af- 
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fection for her Child. Such a one. 1 
ſhould think, muſt be troubled with the 
idea, that ſhe may have been the mc2n; 
of giving exiſtence to one, at leal!, of 
that vaſt number, for whom no happi- 
nels hath been provided. Could I. 
tertain ſuch a notion concerning you, 
the only comfort, of a temporal a- 
ture, I have in the world, I ſhould 
not be able to believe that the Deity 
is good! I am perſuaded I ſhoul: 0! 
be able properly to love him. But 


« while 
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« while I am convinced that he hath made 
« every proviſion which is neceſſary for 
« your final happineſs, as well a mine, I 
« feel myſelf bound to love him on your 
„ account as well as my own, Under 
« the influence of this pleaſing idea, I 
« cannot help proſtrating myſelf before 
« him with ever-new delight, a 


« In me,” ſhe added, * it would be 

« a preſumption, to ſuppoſe that God hath 
« deſigned happineſs for you, and not for 
« Mrs. Bountiful's daughter. My mind in 
that caſe would enquire for the reaſon ; 
for a gracious and good Being, can do 
« nothing without reaſon. And could I 
« arrive at any probable ſolution of the 
« difficulty, 1 ſhould ſtill wiſh that Miſs 
« Bountiful partook of your happineſs ; 
„E yea, that even the children of poor 
“Jonny Crafty, who ſtole the turnips 
from my garden, ſhould partake of it 
FIT “ alſo, 
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alſo. And am I more benevolent gl 
* the Deity? Would it not be finful (5 * 
% ſuppoſe it! If it be conſiſtent 1th 
& finite goodneſs to wiſh the bappincſ + 
« all, which, I truſt, God alone hath 
© poſed me to do, I am ſure it car 
* be conſiſtent with Inrinite Goon. 
* NESS, to do the contrary. O my de 
% ARABELLA, the infinite goodneſs «©: 
* the Deity may, and probably will, «c- 
* compliſh the happineſs of all, at ſoc 
* future period of their exiſtence! . 
« flictions here, and perhaps, hereaſft-r, 
may be the neceſſary means of doing 


2 


When poor Crafty, Madam, camo 
beg my Mother's pardon for his theft, a 
to offer her ſatisfattion, ſhe ſaid ſhe wog 
have no recompence, but, hoping 
would forſake his iniquity, ſhe would for- 
give him freely, as ſhe hoped to have for. 

| given 


655) 


giveneſs herſelf, at the hand of God. And 
when he was gone, ſhe looked up with that 
holy fervour which generally accompanied 
her devotions, and ſaid, O thou Father of 
ſorgiving love, forgive us our treſpaſſes as 
we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. 


This was the firſt time, Madam, I un- 
derſtood the meaning of this part of the 
Lord's Prayer ; — nor ſhould I have then 
perceived it, had not my Mother added, 
„% My dear ARABELLA, you ſee what I 
have done. I have accepted no recom- 
% pence at that poor man's hand, Had 
« I accepted or demanded fatisfaQion, 
% you would have ſaid, that I did not or- 
give, but was fully paid for the injury 
* done me. I could afford to go with- 
out recompence, better than he could 
afford to make it. I thought it, there- 
* fore, in this caſe, my duty ſo to do. 1 

5 Be need 


656) 


need free forgiveneſs myſelf; — 
Chriſt doth not encourage me to ext 
It, if I do not forgive freely. For a: ve 
forgive, we ſhall be forgiven, — Th; 
God expetts us to forgive freely, ad. 
mits not a doubt. If fo, can it be po- 
ſible, to ſuppoſe that he himſelf 4.1 
not forgive freely, without any reco::- 
pence ? How inconſiſtent with the U. 
nevolence of the Deity, is the idea, 
that he doth not forgive freely 
he would not forgive the offences of. 
ful men, without complete recompe 
— that he imputed their fins to 
holy Jeſus, and puniſhed him for the! 
crimes, Would it have been good, 
wife or juſt, in me to puniſh my inne 
cent ARABELLA, for the theft of Jonny 
Crafty? I ſhould have been condern- 


ned by my own conſcience, and by the 


reaſon of mankind, if I had done it. Tic 


= <0: 


* 
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att would have been unjuſt It would 
« have been a check upon innocence, 
* and an encouragement to crimes. And 
„ ſhall ſuch a conduct be attributed to 
« the Deity ? Shall that, be thought wiſe 
« in him, who is benevolence and per- 
*feion, which would be thought cri- 
«* minalin man? Forgive, O thou Foun- 
« tain of mercy, the diſhonorable ideas 
© which frail mortals have entertained of 
e thine infinite benevolence! Forgive 
them O Father! for they know not 
what they do.” 


In this manner, Madam, wy Mother 
uſed to illuſtrate the doctrine of divine 
benevolenee, which ſhe aſſerted to have 
been the foundation of joy to herſelf, and 
which I am ſure, hath been one of the 
great ſources of comfort to me, ever lince 
1 had any proper idea of it. She uſed 
to ſay that, when viewed in this light, it 

affords 
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affords the beſt motive for benevolence 
amongſt men that if God had inſi!!. 
ed upon having a complete recompenc-, 
the forgiveneſs of injuries amongſt men. 
would have been void of foundation, --- 
and alſo — that the pumſhment of fin{;;] 


men, would have been the greateſt woun f 
that divine juſtice could poſſibly have rg. 8 
ceived 5 


| -Grratum. After the word puniſhment, add, of r Je for 
the Offences &c. 


Nor. V. 
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7 TER the account I have given 
you, Madam, of my Mother's views 
of the divine benevolence, you will na- 
turally conclude, that ſhe could have had no 
neceſſity of recurring, for comfort, to what 
hath been called the doftrine of atonement, 
at leaſt, 5 it was commonly underſtood 
in the de ker ages of Chriſtianity, As ſhe. 
thought t would have been inconſiſtent 
with the benevolence and juſtice of the 
Deity, to puniſh the innocent Jeſus, for 
the iniquities of ſinful men; and that di- 
vine grace is the REE Git of God, — 
ſhe could not ſuppoſe that his ſufferings 
and death were the means of rendering 


the Deity propitious to ſinners. She 
thought the ſufferings of no man, how- 
ever 
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ever excellent his character might be, 
could have any effect on the deſigns or 
actions of HI, ho is invariably the ſame 
from everlaſting to everlaſting. 


« I do not,“ ſhe ſaid, * diminiſh the 
excellence of the character of Chriſt, 


« by ſuppoling him to have been made, 


as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, in all things 


« like unto his Brethren. No, in this vie 


«c 
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his character appears more exalted. If 
he was tempted in all things even as we 
are, he muſt have been of the ſame 
make with ourſelves. Without being 
truely and properly a human Being, and 
nothing more, the things, which prove 
temptations to us, would, have been no 
temptations to him. The offer of ali 
the elegant robes in which the Lady of 


che Mannor is clad, and the equipage 


that attends her, might have ſome eftcQ 
to draw you aſide to do what conſcience 
« diſapproves ; 


. 
A 
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diſapproves; but the profpeQ of enjoy» 
ing the rags, which ſcarcely cover the 
nakedneſs of poor Crafty's Children, 
would have no ſuch effect. In like 
manner, if Chriſt was not of the ſame 
make as ourſelves, — if he was a crea- 
ture of ſuperiour formation — of the 
angelic order, — it could be no temp- 
tation to him to be offered the King- 
doms of the World: How much leſs, 
had he been the Proprietor — the ſole 
* the Univerſe ? 


« To me,” ſhe added, © it appears 
that thoſe who hold that Chriſt was more 
than human, Aeſtroy all his merit and 
virtue in reſiſting the temptations of 
life. If he was not made 1n all things 
like unto his brethren — if his nature 


« was not human, but divine, all the al- 


- 


lurements, which the world could have 
e preſented, 
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preſented, would have been utterly 1». 
capable of exciting in him the ſmall-{ 
deſire. In ſuch a caſe, his not comp 
ing would have been no example 
us. 


But the Apoſtle ſaith, that he . 
an example — that he hath given us an 
example, that we might follow his ſte; -- ; 
and that he was tempted in all thing, 
EVEN AS WE ARE, and yet remaii: (| 
without fin. On the ſuppoſition thai '- 
was no more than a man, approved »! 
God “, on account of his virtue a" 
benevolence, his example in refi!!::- 
every allurement to ſin, appears wor: 


of admiration. In this view his con 


duct is infinitely more worthy of pra 
than it would have appeared, had 
been poſſeſſed of powers or capacitic- 
different from thoſe of other men. 

6 Ny 
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% My dear ARABETILA,“ ſaid my 


Mother, with a gleam of joy in her conn- 
tenance, ** it is a comfort to me, that I 
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am not required to imitate a perfect 


angelic charatter, but a perfect human 
character; becauſe I conclude, that 


ſince human nature, in one inſtance, at 


leaſt, did arrive at ſuch exalted virtue,“ 


as to obtain the higheſt approbation of 
the Deity, it is poſſible it may do fo a- 
gain, But on the ſuppoſition that no 


human being ever attained true excel- 
lence of character, I cannot ſee with 


what hope of ſucceſs we can aim at it. 


„% You my dear Child,” ſhe added, 
well know, that I have too much re- 
gard for the Redeemer, to ſay any 
thing which I conceive to be in the 
leaſt diſhonourable to him; and that 
I would even reje& my preſent ſenti- 
ments concerning him, if could but con- 

G ceive 
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tc ceive that I could honour him in - 
« higher degree, by embracing any ot 
« notions, without deſtroying the in": 
e ence of his example, or depriving | 
« Deity of that glory, which he will | 
© no means give to another. Were 
« to pray to Chriſt, as ſome do, under a 
% pretence of honouring him, I ſhou'd 
“ diſobey his commands, and therefore 
« diſhonour him. For in reference 0 
© the time of his exaltation, he ſaid 1 
« his diciples; In that day ye ſhal! 4; 
«© me nothing: verily I ſay unto you, 
« whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the FAT RE 
« my name, he will give it you. F Chr! 
« always prayed to JEHOVAH, t- 
«« God of Iſrael, and to no other: ! 

& woutd 


+ Thoſe who think the exclamation of Thomas, 
John xx, 28, a ſufficient authority for addreiiing 
prayer to Chriſt, ſhould conſult Portg's Defence © 
Unitarianiſm p. 150, &c.— or Dr, Whitby's Li: | 
Thoughts, p. 77. 2d. Edition, 
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would imitate his example with all the 
fervour of real piety. And when he 
perceived that it was the will of the Dei- 


ty, he ſhould ſuffer death in confirma- 


tion of the doftrine, which he had 
taught, he ſubmitted without repining, 
and ſaid, Not as I will, be done, but as 
thou wilt; and I am fo well perſuaded 
that the will of the Deity towards me, 
cannot be wrong, that I wiſh, in this 
reſpect allo, to imitate the Redecmer, 
not only becauſe he poſſeſſed the moſt 
exalted virtue, but allo becaule he ſeems 
to have been diſtinguiſhed of the Dei- 
ty, as an example to all who would 


obtain Salvation, 


% Our old Friend Sir Balaam,” ad- 


ded my Mother, „ was ſolicited to give 


ce 
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his intereſt at an election, in favour of 
a Candidate, who, he was perſuaded, 
G 2 «© was 


„ a. — — 
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was more concerned for getting money 
by corruption, than for promoting |: 
good of the country. The requeſt w:.. 
accompaincd by an aſſurance of his . 
ceiving a conſiderable advantage. But 
Sir Balaam reſuſed, adding that bein 
an independent man, he wanted neith<r 
money nor advantages; and therefore 
would not ad againſt the dictates of. 
conſcience, 


„ On the ſame occaſion Farmer 
al's vote was ſolicited, with the ofi-r 
of a conſiderable ſum of money. Ee: 
the poor Farmer anſwered, that e 
offer was very great, and that unde. 
the loſſes he had ſuſtained the precec1- 
ing winter, the money would have bec:: 
very ſerviceable to diſcharge the de- 
mands of his Landlord. Notwithſtand- 


ing this he would not obtain it by 
de voting 
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c voting againſt the convictions of his 
„heart. 


% Now ARABELLA” ſaid my Mo- 
ther, Do you not ſee, that the con- 
duct of the Farmer, in this inſtance, 
„ was the moſt worthy of admiration, as 
© he flood in need of the pecuniary aſſiſt- 
*« ance; but this Sir Balaam did not? 
In the ſame manner, doth not the exam- 
« ple of Jeſus appear more illuſtriouſly 
« grand, on the ſuppoſition that, that he 
« was made in all things like his Brethren 
of the human race; — yea infinitely 
greater than it would have appeared, if 
„he had been any other than a man, ap- 
© proved of the Deity, The imitation of 
6 his example, or a ſincere endeavour to 
« jmitate it, will be the foundation of 
« comfort to my dear ArAaBtLia, when 
e all earthly enjoyments take wings and 
« flee away, The ſame ſovereign good- 
G3 «« neſg 
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« neſs which was ſo highly pleaſed v1: 
e the conduQt of the Redeemer, will b- 
s alſo ſatisfied with your ſincere endea 
*« ours to follow him.” Of this Madan: 
I am fully ſatisfied, and this is one o 
great ſources of my comfort, 


H E fixth confideration, Madam, 
which, among the various viciſh- 
tudes of life, adminiſters comfort to my 
mind, is that of the reſurreQion of Chriſt. 
Of the reſurreftion of the dead, I ſear 


the moſt enlightened chriſtians, have til! 
but very imperfect Ideas. I have peruſed 
ſeveral things upon the ſubject, — ſome 
of which labour to prove that there will 
be a revivification of the fame individu- 
al body, — others — that there will be on- 
ly a reſtoration of the ſame individual 
conſciouſneſs, exiſting in ſome ſpiritual 
form, given it by the infinite power of 
God, But with this abſtruſe ſubject, I 
do not intend further to trouble my mind, 
as I have not been able to gain informa- 

ton 
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tion equal to the pains I have taken. 
will therefore leave it to thoſe who have 
more abilities to inveſtigate it. I am con- 
tent with the convittion which chriſtianity 
hath impreſſed upon my mind, that I ſha! 
have a future exiſtence, in a ſtate of hap. 
pineſs, exactly proportionate to the capa- 
cities which I ſhall have acquired. Fo: 
whatever the mode of it may be, ther- 
will be a reſurrettion, both of the juſt anc 
of the unjuſt. 


I have often reflected, Madam, wit 
pleaſure on the many obſervations whic 
my Mother made to me on this ſubjec: 
Having been taking her final leave of + 
dying Friend, ſhe once addreſſed me 
ſuch manner as this: © My dear ARA. 
„ BELLA, it is very probable that I ſhall 
in a few years, quit this ſtate of Exiit- 
* ence, and leave you behind, on the 


„ perilous ſea of life. But I hope to 
6 meet 
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meet you again, in that calm region, 
where no wicked can trouble, and where 
the weary are ever at reſt. I found this 
expeCtation on the reſurredtion of Chriſt, 
and on the hope, that you will, by the 
grace of God, perlevere in that habit 
of virtue which you are now forming. 
Had I conceived the Redeemer to be 
of a nature different from our own, I 
ſhould not have been able to fee in 
his reſurredtion, any great probability 
of ours, I can ſce no analogy between 
the revivification of another order, of 
infinitely ſuperiour Beings, and that of 
man. But if the moſt virtuous of the 
human race, ſo obtained the approda- 


tion of the Deity, as to be made ihe 
firſt fruit of them that have fallen allecp, 
there can be no improbability in the 
perſuaſion, that others ſhall follow in 
due time, But if no one of the hu- 

man 
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man race had ever been raiſed to life, 
the improbability would have ſtill rc. 
mained in its full ſtrength. It is upor 
the full perſuaſion, that he, who on ac- 
count of his extraordinary benevolence 
and piety, obtained the honourable ap- 
pellation of, the only begotten Son ol 
God, was reſtored into life, I found the 
hope of your revivification and mine 
and of enjoying for ever this beſt imag- 
of myſelf, in the preſence of the ai: 
BENEFICENT DEITY! This is tic 
comfort which abſorbs all my afflictions, 
and which makes the troubles of the pre- 
ſent life appear unworthy to be com- 
pared with the glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed to us! — I ſhall there alſo mee! 
my good Friend ErtgoxnoRa, who is 
perhaps this moment aſcending the fair 
hill of immortal enjoyment ! — Why, 
my dear ARABELLAa, do the tgars be- 

% dew 
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«© dew thy cheek? We ſhould rather re- 
« joice on her account. For ſhe aſſured 
« me, ſhe wiſhed to be releaſed = to de- 
« part— and to be with Chriſt! The 
e declaration ſeemed to proceed from 
“ her very foul! I could almoſt wiſh 


“e that you and I were at preſent with 
=. nor: 
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SE © 1. VI: 


Oo — — —— 


MON many other conſideration: 

of inferior nature, Madam, I have 
one more to mention, which has proved 
the ſource of much comfort to my mind. 
It is — that all things contribute to pro- 
mote the greateſt good of thoſe that be 
lieve. My Mother uled to tell me, thai 
ſhe did not look upon the events of life 
as accidental, that they are all the effetts of 
cauſes which may be traced to the great: 
firſt cauſe; and that he will take care that 
they all conſpire to accompliſh his great 
deſign — the final happineſs of the whole 
creation, 


If affhctions be my lot here,” ſhe 
uſed to ſay, ** I am perſuaded that, in the 
end, they will be found to have been 
| © convenient 


* 
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convenient for me. IF I had not been 
afflicted, 1 might have been a different 
kind of perion ; and, conſequently been 
deſtitute of the comforts which, in gene- 
ral, I enjoy — and which I have in full 
proſpett before me. When we are 
brought to behold things as they are, 
without a cluud between, we ſhall have 
Ideas very different from thoſe which 
ſometimes occur to us. VE ſhall bleſs 
the hand which taketh away, ſome of 
thole comforts which we expetted to 
enjoy longer, as well as that which hath 
beſtowed others which we did not ex- 


3s 


pet. 


c The loſs of Lucy LAMBETU was 
a great affltion to her Mother. But 
when ſhe perceived the courſe which 
Emilia Lovewelt was purſuing, ſhe 
ceaſed to mourn; being then convinced 

Il 5 that 
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that if Lucy had lived, her ruin wou! 
have been inevitable. Perhaps God 
took her away in mercy belore her vir. 
tue was tainted, 


% In ſhort, my dear Daughter,” ac 


ded my Mother, © make the new Teſt - 
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ment your companion and ſtudy. Ther- 
you are told thal all things s ſhall WO 

together for good to them that love Go: 

The great affairs of the world in gen: 

ral, and ours in particular, are in the 
hands of the Degy; and I am perſus 
ded he can manage them much bette: 
than we ean. I would not, therefore 
wilh to take chem out of his hand; but 
would endeavour, practically, to ador 
that ſentiment of our Saviour, Not 2 


will, but thine be done, O Lord. 


I thould have thought Madam that m 


tale muſt have ere this appeared tedious 
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to you, had not your attention ſeemed, 
all this time, to have been fully engaged 
by it. If I have not given you any real 
inſtruttion, I have at leaſt performed the 
taſk which you were pleaſed to impoſe up- 
on me, i. e. 1 have pointed out the cauſes 
of my happineſs. I have ſhewed that my 
comforts have riſen from the education I 
have had the happineſs to receive from 
the beſt of Parents —from the habit which 
that education bath formed in me — from 
the obedience it led me to give to the re- 
quirements of the goſpel— from a full per- 
luaſion of the general benevolence of the 
Deity, which is freely extended to all — 
from the notions I have been led to en- 
tertain of the nature, and character of the 
Redeemer — from the perſuaſion, that 
the reſurrection of the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
is only a prelude to that of others; and 
from the belief that all things, in the con- 


R duc 


( 78) 


duct of providence, are right, and wi! 
finally ſecure the general good. 


Having thus come to the concluſiot 
of my tale, you will permit me, Madam, 
to ſay, that I feel a degree of pity for 
thoſe perſons, who, becauſe they have em- 
braced the ſentiments which were deem - 
ed orthodox, in the darker ages of chriſti. 
anity, ſeem to think that they alone en- 
Joy chriſtian comforts. At the ſame time 
I wiſh not to deprive them of their par- 
tial comforts, but that they may come to 
experience thoſe which are more exten - 
| five and complete. The comforts I have 
mentioned are ſatisfying to me, and 1 
pray, I may be able ſo to improve them, 
as to. be counted worthy by ſovereign 
Grace to be admitted to the participation 
ol that future happineſs, which the DEITY 
hath 
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bath ſtill in reſerve, for them that love 
him, 


CHARITY 


——dc— — — 


— — 


4 — 


CHARITY in JUDGING. 


CE ee —— 


Als EEING God; tis thine to know 
The ſprings whence wrong opinions llow, 
To judge, by principles within, 

When frailty errs and when we fin, 


Who among men, high Lord of all, 
Thy ſervant, to his bar ſhall call ? 
For modes of faith, judge him a foe, 
And doom him to the realms of woe ? 


Who with another's eye can read, 
Or worſhip by another's creed ? 
Revering thy commands alone, 
We humbly form and uſe our own. 


If wrong, forgive, — approve, iE right, 
While faithfully we ſeek thy light; 
And, 


And, cens'ring none — arc zcalous {1ii] 
To follow — as to learn thy will. 


When ſhall our happy eyes behold 
Thy people faſhioned in thy mould, 
And charity their lincage prove, 
Deriv'd from thee, O God of love ? 


Then ſhall arrive thoſe days foretold 
By ſages, who, in times of vid, 

Fore-law the ſpread of Jeli's cauſe, 
His blefled word — his keav'oly jaws, 


Then ſhall thy will on earth prevail, 
Then malice ſhall no more aflail 

Thoſe fouls, who burn with ardour ſtill, 
To know and to obey thy will, 
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